
(Welcome visitors).
(Explain what we’ve been studying).

In our last class, we looked at the departure in doctrine that occurred not long after 
the first century church came into existence.  Last week we discussed…
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(Read all bullets).

Let’s now discuss the second paragraph top of page 120.  
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Bullet 1:
They taught that baptism was necessary for salvation and it was to be done by 
immersion.  This was widely accepted as the religious norm.

Bullet 2:
Baptism became ritualistic during the 3rd century.  It was done twice a year.  

Bullet 3:
Pagan or mystery religions influenced the church.  
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Bullet 1:
Gnostics. 

Bullet 2:
Clement of Alexandria. He referenced the Apostle Peter as being a married man, he 
also said Paul was married based upon (Php.4:3).    After reading Php.4:3, one would 
be very hard pressed to conclude that Paul was married.  He was surrounded by 
women who were true servants and he acknowledged them (Rom.16:1-2) is a prime 
example.  

Bullet 3:
Monastic communities.  “Be safe, Be celibate” would have been their mantra.  I’m 
reminded of Paul’s words in 1Tim.4:1-3 (read).  
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(Read bullet 1).

Bullet 2: Philip and the apostle John.

Bullet 3: Peter and Paul.

Bullet 4: There are no passages that support the fact that Easter was preached, 
promoted, or practiced by any of the apostles.  
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The Chi Rho are the first two Greek letters of the word Christ.  This was adopted as an 
official insignia by the Roman Emperor Constantine.   This flag was carried lauded and 
touted in battles by the Roman army under Constantine.  There were also coins or 
currency with the symbol on it as well.  
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